July 21, 2006

CONDEMNING THE RECENT AT-
TACKS AGAINST THE STATE OF
ISRAEL

SPEECH OF

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 2006

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of House Resolution 921. | strongly believe
that the State of Israel has the right to defend
itself and its citizens from attacks from
Hezbelloh. No country in the world would long
tolerate the capture of its soldiers or the con-
tinual rain of deadly missiles and rockets onto
its cities, towns, and villages without retali-
ating.

Mr. Speaker, | also support the statements
by President Bush and the leaders of the
other G—8 nations that Israel should exercise
the utmost restraint in its military actions in
Lebanon. It is crucial that Israel seek to mini-
mize the loss of civilian lives and the destruc-
tion of the civilian infrastructure of Lebanon,
as well as the destabilization of the Lebanese
Government.

Moreover, thousands of Americans are cur-
rently trapped in Lebanon. Many of these
Americans have family ties to my State of
Michigan. | urge the State Department and the
Department of Defense to evacuate these
American citizens swiftly and safely. | am also
pleased that the Bush administration has
agreed to not charge the American citizens for
the costs of their evacuation from Lebanon.

Mr. Speaker, the United States is the only
superpower in the world. We should work
closely with the United Nations and the inter-
national community to help find a lasting solu-
tion to Israel’s conflicts with her neighbors. As
the G-8 leaders said in their statement on the
Middle East, the root cause of the problems in
that region is the absence of a comprehensive
Middle East peace. America should be leading
the way to such a comprehensive peace be-
tween Israel, Lebanon and the Palestinians. In
the near term, an immediate cease fire would
allow desperately needed humanitarian assist-
ance to reach the people of Lebanon, and
would allow the Israeli residents of northern
Israel to return to their homes and lives.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2006

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, on
the legislative day of July 10, 2006 the House
voted on two measures under suspension of
the rules. H.R. 5061, the Paint Bank and
Whytheville National Fish Hatcheries Convey-
ance Act and H.R. 2563, to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct feasibility stud-
ies to address certain water shortages within
the Snake, Boise, and Payette River systems
in Idaho. On rollcall votes No. 358 and No.
359, | was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye.”
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CONDEMNING THE RECENT AT-
TACKS AGAINST THE STATE OF
ISRAEL

SPEECH OF

HON. ROBERT WEXLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 2006

Mr. WEXLER. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of this resolution to express un-
wavering support for Israel as it faces a cam-
paign of violence perpetrated by Hezbollah;
express strong support for the Israeli govern-
ment, which has evoked its unequivocal right
to self-defense; and express support for the
Israeli people, who are not alone. America
stands shoulder-to-shoulder with Israel in its
ongoing, 58-year struggle for security and
peace.

Israel has been victimized by attacks on its
sovereign land, and the international commu-
nity must join us in decrying these horrific
acts. Make no mistake—Hezbollah is not
Israel’'s problem alone. In the past few years,
Hezbollah has acquired advanced weaponry
from Iran and Syria that threatens the security
of Israel, the stability of the region, and Amer-
ican interests in the Middle East. The world
cannot afford to remain on the sidelines as
Israel fights to eradicate this global threat.

Two years ago, the United States and
France joined together in passing U.N. Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1559, which asserted
the sovereignty of Lebanon and demanded the
disarmament of Hezbollah. While Syria with-
drew its troops from Lebanon, the Lebanese
government was negligent in failing to disarm
Hezbollah. During this time, Hezbollah
strengthened its arsenal while continuing to
serve as a terrorist proxy for Syria and Iran.

Today, | call on the international community
to assist the Lebanese government in fulfilling
its obligations outlined in U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1559. | call on the European Union
to add Hezbollah to its terrorist list. | call on
the United Nations to hold Iran and Syria re-
sponsible for arming, financing, and supporting
Hezbollah. And | respectfully call on President
Bush to implement the full range of U.S. sanc-
tions against Syria and renew U.S. sanctions
against Iran. As lIsrael's strongest ally and
friend, the United States must exhaust every
effort to restore stability and security to the
Middle East.

As we reflect on the violence unfolding as
we speak, we are reminded of the resilience
and perseverance of the lIsraeli people, who
have never sacrificed the dream of peace. It is
my wish that the vision of hope embodied in
Israel’'s national anthem—Hatikva—may come
to fruition, and that Israel will succeed in de-
feating Hezbollah and creating a lasting
peace.

CONDEMNING THE RECENT AT-
TACKS AGAINST THE STATE OF
ISRAEL

SPEECH OF

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALILFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 19, 2006

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | offer my
heartfelt condolences to the families who have
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lost loved ones in the recent escalation of vio-
lence in the Middle East. | am pleased that
H.Res. 921 expresses Congress’s ‘“condo-
lences to all families of innocent victims of re-
cent violence.”

The United States is faced with a harsh re-
ality that peace in the Middle East has been
so elusive. Yet we cannot, we must not, stop
trying to broker peace. The U.S. cannot turn
its back on the families in the Middle East and
must not conclude that constant war is inevi-
table. The U.S. must step up to the challenge
of engaging the Israelis, Palestinians, and
Lebanese and all the Middle East nations who
want a lasting peace. | am not willing to give
up hope that peace in the region can be
achieved and nor should this administration.

It is imperative to remember that this region
is very complex, and that there are forces
working for peace and forces that crave war.
Benjamin Franklin once said, “There was
never a good war or a bad peace.” It is time
for this administration to remember these im-
portant words. The Middle East conflict has
largely been pushed to the back burner by this
administration with serious repercussions for
U.S. national security interests. The U.S. must
stop performing band-aid diplomacy and focus
on long-term solutions to move toward peace.
History should have taught us that violence
only begets more violence and all actors in-
volved need to recognize the mutual benefits
of peace.

We are faced with a vital question—where
can we go from here? First and foremost,
Hezbollah and Hamas must disarm and recog-
nize Israel’s right to exist. Armed political par-
ties that use brute force do not foster peaceful
solutions. Israel has survived five major wars
since its inception. This country lives in con-
stant defense mode because terrorist organi-
zations surrounding it still harbor hope of its
destruction. The U.S. must continue its stead-
fast support of Israel, and all countries in the
region must abide by U.N. resolutions that
promote a two-state solution.

The loss of civilian lives in the Middle East
is tragic and continued violence makes the
challenge of achieving peace more difficult.
The U.S. must renew a serious diplomatic ef-
fort in the region.

CONDEMNING THE RECENT AT-
TACKS AGAINST THE STATE OF
ISRAEL

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 2006

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today with very strong and mixed feel-
ings on H. Res, 921, This resolution con-
demns the recent attacks against the State of
Israel. The State of Israel has two intractable
enemies, Hamas and Hezbollah. Presently,
Israel is engaged in military operations in
Gaza and Lebanon. | cannot over-emphasize
that | am vehemently and unalterably opposed
to the attacks undertaken by Hezbollah
against Israel. At the same time, | cannot and
will not support other language in the resolu-
tion which | consider to be harmful to the inter-
ests of peace, diplomacy, security, and the
protection of civilians in Lebanon and Israel.
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